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Stormwater Harvesting 

Water is the essential ingredient for life on our planet.  It is becoming a scarce 
commodity due to drought, climate change, increased demand and our inability to 
use it wisely. 
There are solutions, one of the most attractive, sustainable and viable is to harvest 

stormwater in our cities, store and treat it for later reuse rather than sending it 

out to sea. 
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CASE EXAMPLE  
Adelaide, South Australia,  
Population: 1,158,259(2007), Arid Climate,  
Under continual water stress. 

 
άCSIRO calculations for the city of Adelaide state that an average of 160 gigalitres of 
storm water a year (based upon 549.2mm annual rainfall) flow through our storm-
ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŀέ   
Source: CSIROτ2009. 
 
ά!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {! ²ŀǘŜǊ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
about 130 to 190 gigalitres per year, with up to 80% of this water coming from the 
aǳǊǊŀȅ wƛǾŜǊέ  
Source: SA Water 15th 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллуέ 
 

ά{ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ   
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέΦ  

City of Tea Tree GullyτSolandra Wetland        City of Tea Tree GullyτLinear Park Wetland 

Stormwater Harvesting using Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
method 
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